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When you move to a new school it is normal to feel nervous or even a bit
worried. Write down what you are nervous or worried about and give each one
a score.

What are you worried about?

Score on a scale 0-10

Not sure what to write? Last year we asked some of our Year 7s what they
were nervous or worried about. On the next page is a list of things some of the
Year 7 students said they were worried about when they first came here last
year.
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Take a look at the list below. Do you feel the same as they did?
• Making new friends
• Learning a new timetable
• Dinner time/ break time
• Having a different uniform
• Being on time
• Finding their way around
• Getting to school
• Learning new subjects
• Joining clubs
• Being with friends
• School rules
• Homework
• Meeting new teachers
• Being able to do the work
• Being with older students
• Getting changed for sport / P.E.
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Welcome to Laurus Ryecroft – Who’s who?

Mr M Vevers
Head of School

Mr R Carling
Deputy Head
of School

Mr B Davidson
Assistant Head
of School

Miss L Clifton
Assistant Head
of School

Teachers
At high school, you have a different teacher for each lesson. Sometimes you
can have two or three teachers for a lesson. There are so many teachers we
can’t fit pictures of them all here. Don’t worry you will get to meet all of them in
September.

Form Tutors
Your Form Tutor is the teacher you will see every morning in your form room
for registration.
• You will have your form teacher from Year 7 to Year 11.
• Your Form Tutor will set some activities for you in form time each day.
• Your Form Tutor works closely with your Head of Year to make sure
you are working well in school and achieving your potential.

Smart Moves
Student Support
These are some of the people that can help you.

Miss N Alexander
SEND Lead

Mr C Clegg
LSA

Mr L Leigh
LSA

• An LSA is a Learning Support Assistant who supports students in lessons
and around school. In primary school, they may have been called a
Teaching Assistant or TA.
• The LSAs are based in the staff workrooms. You may have an LSA as a
keyworker. They will meet with you each week to make sure everything is
going well for you.
• We have a Homework Club that you can come to at lunchtimes to get help
you with your PP&R (homework). PP&R Club runs every day.
• Some students can go with an LSA to do assessments in another room.

This is Student Support
and where you will find
Miss Alexander’s office.
You might come here
for some extra support
with your learning.
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Your Head of Year
Your Head of Year is Mrs Shelley

Mrs Shelley’s is based in the Pastoral Office next to the Student Entrance on
the ground floor (see map)

What does a Head of Year do?
Your Head of Year is there to help you with lots of different things in school.
They do not teach lessons which allows them to visit lessons and see students
throughout the day.
If you have any worries or problems, your Head of Year is there to help. They
also make sure you are working hard and doing your best in lessons. They
know every student in their year group. They also work with your teachers
and your parents to make sure that you are well supported throughout your
time at school. Your Head of Year will be with you from Year 7 through to Year
11.
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Safeguarding
Our number one priority at Laurus Ryecroft is to keep you safe!

All staff and volunteers in school are committed to safeguarding all our children.
We work hard to:
•

Provide a safe environment for our children

•

Support children and families using early intervention strategies

•

Notice and take appropriate action to help any of our children who are
either at risk of, or are suffering from significant harm.

We aim to ensure our students understand how to keep safe and this extends
to e-safety when using the internet and social networking sites. We have a
page dedicated to this on our school website:
www. laurusryecroft.org.uk/safeguarding
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Finding your way around
High school will seem HUGE at first but you will soon find your way around and
there are always lots of adults on the corridors to help you if you get lost. You
won’t get into trouble for being late to a lesson in the first few weeks because
we know it takes time to find your way.
Here are some important places in the school that you might need to go.

Auditorium

Main Reception

Sports Hall

Dance Studio

Students’ Entrance
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There is too much to take a picture of everything but here are some other
parts of the school.
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Sports Hall

Refectory
Auditorium
Drama Studio
Library
Pastoral Office

Student Entrance

Main Office
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Computer Room
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Student Support Centre
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Timings of the school day

Morning break and lunch break
Morning Break
At 10.35am in the morning you will have a break in which you have time for a
snack and to meet up with your friends.
Start

10.35am

Finish

10.55am

Length of break

20 mins

Lunch Break
The lunch break is between morning and afternoon lessons. It is a time when
you can mix with your friends, go to a lunchtime activity, and eat your lunch.

Start

12.45pm

Finish

1.25pm

Length of break

40 mins
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The school day
•

Your lessons are split into units. Each unit is 55 minutes long.

•

On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, you have six units a day. On
Wednesday, you have four units a day.

•

Every day starts with registration in your form room.

•

On Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday you will go to
assembly. Friday will be Tutor Time in your form room.

•

After unit 2 you have break time. You can go to the refectory or
playground.

•

After unit 4 you have lunch time. You can go to the refectory, playground
or one of the many lunchtime clubs.

•

On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, the school day finishes at
3.15pm. On Wednesday, you will finish at 1.25pm

•

There are Electives (after school extra-curricular activities) you can
sign-up for each day which take place during Unit 7 (3:15pm – 4:15pm)
on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. On Wednesday, Electives take
place from 1:25pm-3:15pm.
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A Typical Timetable
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Menus
Here is an example of a sample menu – please be aware the menus change.
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Refectory
At Laurus Ryecroft our catering services are provided by Aspens. We have a
refectory with hot and cold food or you can bring your own packed lunch.
In our school refectories all of our food is prepared fresh every day.
We’re committed to helping to develop great eating habits in young people by
providing nutritious, tasty and tantalising dishes of current food favourites all
freshly prepared by the onsite catering team.
We also take special care to ensure students, staff and visitors with dietary
requirements are catered for.
We cater for breakfast from 7.30am – 8.15am, mid-morning break from
10.45am – 11.05am and lunch from 1.05pm – 1.45pm.
We do not allow students to be off-site at lunchtime.

Please note that our canteen is cashless. All payments should now be made
via ParentPay online or at a Paypoint facility.
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Lunchtime Homework Club/Computer Room
Anyone can attend lunchtime club, go to the library or computer room to do
work or revision.

This is just one of
our many computer
rooms.

Library
(this will be filled
with books when
you join us in
September)
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Electives (Extra curricular activities)
We firmly believe all our students should participate in Electives (Extracurricular activities). We have over fifty clubs and activities which run at lunch
times or after school. There are school sports teams for each year group but
also clubs which offer activities at different levels purely for enjoyment as well.
All electives at Laurus Ryecroft fall into one of the four cornerstones:
Academic Aspiration, Culture, Creativity & Rhetoric, Competition & Physical
Endeavour, or Leadership and Service. We encourage you to be adventurous
in your electives choices, and take on fresh challenges each term by trying
something new. By the end of the year, we hope you will have pushed yourself
out of your comfort zone and secured all four cornerstones.
Some typical examples of Electives are given below. You will be issued with an
Electives booklet for the start of each term to select your preferred choices.
You will then have the chance to change electives three times per year.
Examples of possible electives are given below:

Smart Moves
Uniform
A high standard of personal appearance is expected of all our students.
If you arrive at school in the incorrect uniform you may be sent home to
get changed or be kept in isolation for the day.
• Hair colour and style must be appropriate for school – no shaved heads
(minimum number 2), no patterns in the hair or radical hair colour.
• For reasons of health and safety we do not allow students to wear jewellery
in school. We are aware there may be occasions when some students
request to wear religious symbols. These will be considered on an
individual basis.
• Watches may be worn but must not have internet connectivity such as a
SmartWatch.
• Medical alert tags must be worn at all times.
• Make up must not be worn in Years 7 – 9.
• Coats and outdoor clothing must not be worn in school.
• Students must wear suitable shoes in school at all times. Boots, trainers
and canvas footwear are not allowed, including sports branded footwear.
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Uniform requirements
Uniform Requirements from September 2020
▪ Black, suit jacket with Laurus Ryecroft logo
▪ White shirt, long or short sleeved, with pointed collar. Shirts must be
tucked in at all times.
▪ School tie
▪ Plain black pullover or plain black cardigan
▪ Plain black shoes. Trainers and boots are not acceptable, nor is
canvas footwear.
▪ Black trousers or black pleated skirt (no shorter than 3 inches above
the knee)
▪ Trousers and shoes must be practical and formal, not fashion items.
Trousers must be tailored; neither tight nor baggy; nor excessively
flared; not denim or corduroy
▪ Black socks, black or neutral tights must be worn
▪ Hijabs must be plain black or plain white
▪ House T-shirt – will be purchased from the school (details to follow)
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P.E. kit
Black PE Kit from September 2020
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Black polo shirt – embroidered school crest
Black shorts or skort
Black sports socks or white ankle/trainer socks
Training shoes – pumps/Vans/Converse footwear will not be allowed
for PE lessons
Plastic or rubber studded football boots
Shin pads for football/hockey
A mouth guard is recommended for Hockey
LR games jersey (optional)
Black tracksuit bottoms (optional)
Black fitness leggings (optional)
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Houses
Every student is assigned a house to belong to:

House points
You can get house points through lessons, sport and charity
events. There are certificates for those who get the most
house points and there’s even a house cup for the winning
house.
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Rewards
There are lots of rewards for working hard and going the extra mile. It’s
not about being really clever, it’s about how much effort you are willing
to put in.
Praise Postcards
Praise postcards will be sent home for exceptional work, behaviour and
attitude. Students will also be awarded 5 House Points per postcard.
Individual Achievement
House Points can be awarded to individual students for the following
reasons:
• Excellent classwork/PP&R

- 1 House Point

• Excellent effort/improvement

- 1 House Point

• Act of kindness

- 2 House Points

• Praise Postcard (see above)

- 5 House Points

• Badge (see next page)

- 10 House Points

Certificates of Achievement
These will be awarded when students have achieved a certain number of
House Points:
• 100 House Points

– BRONZE

• 200 House Points

– SILVER

• 300 House Points

– GOLD

• 400 House Points

– PLATINUM

• 500 House Points

– DIAMOND
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School badges
The following badges are awarded for outstanding achievement in the
following areas. Departmental badges are awarded for outstanding work.
Additionally, badges are awarded for achievement in the following areas:
• Citizenship
• Academic Achievement
• Attendance
• Engagement
Students who excel in these areas will be presented with a badge.
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Getting Organised
Besides a great attitude, a uniform and a P.E. kit you will also need:

Equipment

Every student is expected to provide the following basic items of equipment
for every lesson:
• Black or blue ball point pen (and a spare!)
• Pencil
• Pencil eraser
• Pencil sharpener
• Calculator
• Ruler 12"/30cm
• Protractor
Get organised
• Make a list for what to pack each day
• Organise a colour coded system for lessons and books.
• Organise a PP&R system

PP&R

PP&R stands for Preparation, Practice & Retrieval. In Primary School this may
be what you call homework. At Laurus Ryecroft this is so much more! Your
teachers will explain more when you start.
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Behaviour for Learning
We will monitor closely your ‘Behaviour for Learning’ in lessons. This will
involve; how well equipped students are; how quickly you start work and how
you continue to work throughout lessons. Additional rewards will be given to
students who show consistently good ‘Behaviour for Learning’. We will record
instances where we believe that a student’s behaviour for learning is preventing
them from making good progress. Students who receive five or more Bs in any
week will receive a 30 minute lunch time detention.
We adopt a firm but fair behaviour policy at Laurus Ryecroft. The system we
adhere to is the consequence system:

Respect for learning
A - Actions
B - Bring
C - Consequences
Behaviour for Learning
B’s are given for– losing focus, not actively listening, not fully equipped and
not starting the task promptly.
C’s are given for - behaviour that causes disruption to a lesson or prevents
others from learning, leaving a classroom without permission from the teacher
and behaviour that is considered disrespectful to staff and students. This
includes being late to lessons and not completing your PP&R.
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Asking for help
There are many people who can help you, but they won’t know that you need
help unless you tell them.
Who can I ask for help?
Friends Ask friends or other students if you don’t know where to go. You can
ask them what the PP&R (homework) was if you are not certain. They can also
help to work out new situations like going to the canteen.
Teachers Ask your teachers if you don’t know what to do in class or for PP&R
(homework). They will also be able to help you if you have forgotten something
or don’t know where to go.
LSAs Ask them about anything. They can help you to solve many different
problems and tell you where to go for help. You may have an LSA who is your
Keyworker. They will meet you every week to see how you are - this is a good
opportunity to tell them if you are having any concerns.
Head of Year Your Head of Year can help you with many different issues. They
are able to contact home for you and speak to your teachers. They will know
about many of the activities in school. They help with friendship issues and can
support you if you are having any problems in or out of school.
People at home

People at home will be able to help you plan and organise

your equipment and PP&R (homework). They will want to know if you have
any problems. They will be able to help you work out the best person to ask if
you have problems with work or may try and contact someone in school and
ask them to help you.
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The Journal
You will be given a journal on your first day in September. It’s like a diary. You
use it to record your timetable, write in your PP&R (homework) and make
notes of any other important information you need to help you in school. Your
parent has to sign it every week. Your form tutor will check it.
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How will I get there?
How will you get to school? ___________________________
You might walk or cycle sometimes; if you do then answer these questions:
Do I know the way?
Will I have a friend to walk or cycle with?
Where will I put my bike?

You might go by car sometimes; if you do then answer these questions:
Will I go by car every day?
Who will drive me?
Will I get a lift home as well?

You might go by bus; if you do then answer these questions:

Where is the bus stop?
What time is my bus to school?
What number is the bus?
Will I need money for the fare?
What time is my bus from school?
Where do I get the bus home?

Answer these questions whether you will walk, cycle, go by car or bus.
How long will my journey take?
What time must I leave home?
What time will I get home?
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How will I get there?
If you travel by bike…………
Laurus Ryecroft has been involved in a cycling engagement project to
encourage more students and staff to cycle to and from school. Transport for
Greater Manchester has provided the school with funds to improve the access
into school for cyclists as well as provide more cycling parking and lockers for
helmets and coats.
We encourage cycling to school. You can leave your bike in the bike shed (see
photo below). You can leave your helmet and coat in a locker - bring a small
padlock to secure your belongings.
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If you think you’re ready for moving up, please try
our High School question sheet
If you don’t know the answer look back in this booklet to help you find it.
How does the timetable work?

What subjects will I study?

Name of your Head of Year

Name of the Head Teacher

Name of the Deputy Head Teacher

How will I get there?

Are there friends who will be going to the
same school I can walk with?

Can I take a bike? Where can I put it?

Will I get support in lessons?

What happens if I find the work hard?

What can I do at lunchtime?

What activities are offered after school?

What times are break-times and lunch
time?

Where do students go at lunch time?

What time does school start/ finish?

What time will I need to get up, to get to
school on time?

How long will it take me to get there?

Which activities at lunch or after school
could I join?

Where do I get the bus to school?

Which number bus would I take?

Where do I get the bus home from school?

What do I do if I miss it?

Who can I talk to if I am having problems?

What rewards are there for working hard?

All the staff here at Laurus Ryecroft would like to wish you a
very happy summer holiday and we are looking forward to
seeing you in September.
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Miss L Pryce
Senior Head of Year
Mrs J Shelley
Head of Year 7
Miss N Alexander
SEND Lead
E enquiries@laurusryecroft.org.uk
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